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Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 26, 2011 

 6:30-8:30 PM Fair Office 

 

Membership Meeting    

Tuesday, September 20, 2011 

Hall A 

              6:30 PM    Social Time 

   7:00 PM     Business Meeting:   

 

 
 
 
 

The purpose of the Hamilton County 

Master Gardener Association, a non-

profit organization, shall be to promote 

the art, science, and pleasure of 

gardening in the community, in 

cooperation with the Cooperative 

Extension Service of Hamilton County, 

Indiana, and Purdue University. 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Please send newsletter information to 

the editor by the 25th of the month. 

Information for the newsletter is 

supplied by Hamilton County Master 

Gardeners. If you are interested in 

sharing information about your garden, 

a tip, community gardening news, or a 

favorite recipe, please email it to the 

editor, Samantha Spidel. 

 

Editor:  Samantha Spidel  

Extension Educator: Bill Rice 

 

July 2011 

   Growing Gardeners  
                              1985 -2011  

 

 

The Prez Sez  

July, 2011 
 
Welcome to summer everyone!  Can you believe the amount of 
rain we have had this year?  I heard yesterday that we are 10ò 
above normal.  Letôs hope that we continue to receive the wet 
stuff during the summer months. 
 

Our gardens are bursting with growth and color.  It is so much 
fun to walk around the gardens and take in all the beauty.  I 
know, only a gardener can appreciate that statement.  Recently I 
discovered Vermont Wildflower Company.  They grow and har-
vest wildflower seeds of all types.  This gave me the inspiration 
to dig up another part of my lawn to create a wildflower bed.  
You can do anything when you have a rototiller!  I will let you 
know how successful this project is. 
 

Last night we celebrated at our HCMGA June pitch-in.  I gotta 
tell ya, Master Gardeners sure do know how to cook.  The food 
was awesome, the scholarship winners were very appreciative 
and the company was great.  My wife, Jill, attended and was 
truly impressed.   And why shouldnôt she be: we are a terrific or-
ganization that does make a difference. 
 

Carol Mund and website team shared with us the new website 
we will be transitioning to.  Thanks to the website team for all 
their efforts.  Transitioning to the new website software is phase 
one of the project.  We ask for your insight and suggestions.  If 
there is anything you would like to see changed or implemented, 
please let me know.  I will communicate with the team. 
 

Please do keep an eye on the calendar.  There are several 
events happening this summer you will not want to miss: the 
Daylily sale, the Garden Olympics at the Daylily/Iris bed and the 
HCMGA seminar, just to name a few.  If you need volunteer or 
educational hours, here are your opportunities. 
 

Enjoy the heat of summer and have fun playing in your gardens. 

Best regards, 
Ray 

 

                     The Hamilton County Master Gardener Association 
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More information about the 2011 Plant Sale  
 

This yearôs sale had over 16,000 plants for our customers and members to choose from 
again breaking records!  Listed below are the members who donated the most plants. Cheryl, 
Gina, Linda, Pattie, and Judy each received a $25 Gift Certificate to a local Nursery and 2 gift 
plants. The other top 15 members donating plants each received a free gift plant. A total of 44 
members donated plants to the sale. Thanks to all who gave generously of their plants to the 
2011 Sale. It couldnôt happen without your wonderful support. 

15 Top Members Donating 
Member Plants Dollar amount 

Cheryl Hermann 1239 $2872 

Gina Wheeler 250 $1239 

Linda  Riski- Lindorff 809 $1205 

Pattie Clifford 200 $999 

Penny Reed 196 $951 

Judy Benway 175 $785 

Susan Salter 151 $717 

Shirley Hamer 142 $707 

Sharon Overholt 139 $625 

Sylvia Shepler 120 $600 

Sharon Paterson 111 $557 

Patricia Enney 102 $524 

Norma Minion 113 $504 

Michelle Arfman 95 $475 

Denise Miller 104 $471 

Members Assist Digs (Top 5 Plant Digs) 

Ray Fitzpatrick 606 $2652 

Mary Ford 420 $2100 

Lynne Kelly 340 $2057 

Annalea Robeson 229 $1145 

Jim Kranzfelder 223 $1115 

We also appreciate the hard working members that came to our 32 Plant Digs and Potting 
days. These 32 digs took place At Suzanne Stevens, Beth Billheimer, Nancy Ayers  and 9 other 
memberôs homes.  The following members volunteered at 10 or more of these workdays.  What 
a great group of volunteers! 
 
Jacquie Banks, Randy Banks, Jane Lawrence, Marti Stigers, Kaye Woods,  Priscilla Strong, 
and Cindy Hoy! 
 
Thanks to all that worked at our potting days. 
 
Continued on next page...  
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Plant Sale...continued from page 2  

 
 Take a look at your gardens this summer and make note of what needs to be divided. Take pho-
tos of plants that you might not know what they are so we can help you ID them. If you have Day-
lily(s to donate-- take a portrait type photo of the bloom . Give the photo 4x6 to us this fall so 
we can make signs (during the winter) to put with your daylily at next yearôs sale.  Daylilies do not 
sell well without photos! 
 
Thanks again to everyone that worked on this yearôs sale!!! 
 
Committee Chairs 
Suzanne Stevens 
Beth Billheimer 
Donna Keelen 
Nancy Ayers 

1ST ANNUAL NOBLESVILLE PRESERVATION ALLIANCE 

DENZEL HUFFORD GARDEN CONTEST  
 

Denzel Hufford is no longer with us. But while she lived, she brightened the yards and hearts of Noblesville. Her daughter 
!ŘŜƭŜ 5ƻŘŘ ǎŀȅǎ άaƻƳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ŀ ŦƭƻǿŜǊΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΦέ   

5ŜƴȊŜƭ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΦ  {ƘŜΩŘ ǿŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘƘŜŀŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ȅŀǊŘǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴπ
town. She knew all about native plants and unusual plants. People who had gardening questions knew that Denzel 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ Lƴ ƘŜǊ улΩǎΣ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΦ IŜǊ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ōŜŘǎ ƎǊŜǿ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
bloomed at various times of the year so there was always color.   It is in honor of Denzel that this garden award was cre-
ated. 

  
The First Place winner will receive an outdoor garden marker to proudly display along with $200.00. First and second run-
ner-ups will each receive $50.00 gift certificates to Garden Thyme. The awards are made possible by an anonymous NPA 
family with NPA matching funds.  The application is attached. You may enter your garden and/or you may want to nomi-
nate someone else's garden you think is especially deserving. 

  
The judges include a Denzel Hufford family member, a Hamilton County Master Gardener, a Noblesville Preservation Alli-
ance member, a member of Keep Noblesville Beautiful, and a city resident.  Judging will be scheduled, weather permitting, 
between 6:00 PM and 9:00 PM, July 19th, 20th, and 21st.  If at all possible, we would like the gardener to be home during the 
judging. The Master Gardener will be available to answer any gardening questions or for advise, if desired. We will try to 
contact each person to inform them of the specific scheduled day for our garden visit. 

  
Here is the judging criteria:  
 

Visual Appeal: The overall visual impact; a pleasing sense of harmony of scale, color, and texture. 

Overall Design: A good use of space; design coordination between plants and other elements. 

General Maintenance: The quality of care in pruning, mulching, and disease control. 

Originality: The WOW factor; creative use of special features such as ponds and rockeries; unique styles such as    
                      theme gardens. 
 

Gardens must be within Noblesville city limits.  The winners will be announced on August 5th.    Applications  (attached to 
this newsletter) must be postmarked by July 15th.   They should be mailed to:  
 

NPA Garden Committee, PO Box 632, Noblesville, IN 46061. 
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     Last year, a Master Gardener team led by Sheri Molnar and Troy Haffner transformed a 
large field of weeds into a vegetable garden at Third Phase, a womenôs shelter in Nobles-
ville that offers housing and assistance to women in addiction or parole/offender situa-
tions.   Third Phase also operates a daily food pantry.   
 

     In their first year, with the help of several community groups and one of the shelter resi-
dents, the garden produced over a thousand pounds of tomatoes, peppers, okra, and other 
vegetables.   Residents canned tomatoes and froze peppers and okra.  In their second year, 
Sheri and Troy added raised beds, started vegetables plants indoors and, best of all, have 
succeeded in attracting help in the garden from a devoted team of shelter residents.   
 

     Last Saturday, after cancelling work sessions due to the weather, they arrived at the gar-
den expecting weeds to have overtaken the beds.  However, they were amazed to find 
nearly weed-free beds and freshly planted vegetable plants.  After asking around, they 
found a 22 year old resident eager to discuss the long list of tasks that she had completed in 
the garden.  When she discovered that Sheri had overlooked a task that she had com-
pleted, the resident grabbed her by the arm and pulled her back out to the garden to show 
her.   Further conversation revealed that an older resident with gardening experience had 
been coaching several younger residents in caring for the gardens. 
 

     Discovering that the residents had completed all their hard work without gardening 
gloves, Sheri went to the Do It Center and used some of the groupôs budget to buy ten pairs 
of gardening gloves. The young resident gardener beamed when presented with the 
gloves.  A great big thank you goes out to the HCMGA board for providing funds for the 
Third Phase committee and making such scenes possible. 

 

    Sheri and Troy are always looking for more help and they are in need of sturdy metal 

posts that can be used to stake up the tomato plants.   If you are interested in joining the 

Third Phase team, e-mail Sheri Molnar, or call her.  In addition, you can ñlikeò our facebook 

page entitled Third Phase Community Garden. 
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Advanced Master Gardener Training - Just Grow There! 
By Jenifer Heidorn 

 

 
 

Grant County held their advanced master gardener training session, "A Gardening Sundry," this 
spring.  If you merged all the information from this sundry, the result would be a how-to on creat-
ing a cottage garden filled with herbs, heirloom, and native plants for the enjoyment of garden 
workers, watchers, and wildlife alike!  True to its name, the program contained a notion for every 
gardening niche. 
 
Here are a few of my favorites: 
 

Butterflies can see the full color spectrum, yet each species has a favorite hue. 
Large daisy-shaped flowers are butterflies' preferred landing pad. 
Plants grown in full sun produce more nectar for butterflies. 
The cottage garden style evolved from "potager" gardens, characterized by a mix of herbs 

and vegetables grown for necessity. 
Today's cottage garden is defined by this mix of flowers, vegetables, and herbs. 
Most heirloom plants have been cultivated for more than 50 years. 
Many heirloom plants are more resistant to disease than hybrids. 
Lemon balm leaves can be used for bug repellant. 
Lavender's antibacterial properties make it ideal for use on cuts and stings. 
Fennel by the kennel will deter fleas. 

 
Sorry you missed this informative day?  No worries -  plan to attend HCMGA's advanced master 
gardener training on August 6th.  Jim McCormac and Lee Reich will be the keynote speakers in-
spiring you to create a working garden filled with plants that are much More Than Just a Pretty 
Flower.  If you want to learn how to grow a garden that is both practical and pretty, sign up for 
advanced master gardener training and Just Grow There! 


